CHAPTER XVII
Heart-breaking Matters
Birrell resigns - John Dillon - Forward Lloyd  George - Carson and Ulster -
The six counties.
cc MY first thought," Carson said some time afterwards, " when
I heard of this rebellion, was,c That is the end of Home Rule.' "
He was to be undeceived; but in the meantime he had reassuring
news of Ulster. Sir George Richardson, still in charge of the
Ulster Volunteer Force, had put himself in touch with General
Hacket Pain, Commanding in Belfast, and had placed the Force
at the disposal of the authorities. Guards wore put on the
armouries to prevent the possibility of a Sinn Fein raid; a flying
column was organised by the Ulster Volunteer Force Motor
Corps; the Commanders were brought together and instructed
to maintain strict discipline, especially in the shipyards, and
as a result of these precautions the General was able to furnish
troops for Dublin and denude the City even of police, " The
Commissioner," a friend reported to Carson, "did not even
think it necessary to close the pubs, and everything went on
the same as usual," The North at least was safe,
On the 3rd May, 1916, Mr. Birrell made known his resignation:
to the House of Commons. He mournfully confessed that he had
made "an untrue estimate of this Sinn Fein movement," It
might have been wise to disarm it; but if he had refrained, it
was to maintain the unanimity of Ireland, The morning before
he had driven down from the Phoenix Park for the last time
through all the familiar streets of Dublin; he had viewed the
smoking ruins of a great portion of Sackville Street " when I
was surrounded by my own ruins in my own mind," and uthe
one ray of comfort was that there had been no Irish rebellion,
that Irish soldiers were still earning themselves glory in all the
fields of war, that over these ashes hands might be shaken and
new bonds of union forged."